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Principal’s Message

Thinking Maps at PS 25 

The month of March saw the soft 
launch of “Thinking Maps” at PS 
25. As I visited classrooms last 
week, I was so impressed to see 
how professors are using thinking 
maps (Bubble Map, Tree Map, and 
Flow Map) with their students. I 
once again witnessed how our 
professors are always ready to be 
innovative and try new way 
pathways that allow our students to 
make their thinking visible.  As 
stated by the Thinking Map 
organization, “let’s remember that 
by visualizing our thinking we 
create concrete images and 
construct understanding of abstract 
thoughts. These patterns helps 
student reach higher levels of 
critical and creative thinking, 
essential components of 21st 
Century education.”

Principal, 

Carmen Toledo-Guerrero
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Flow Map describing 
the characteristics 

of a mentor text.  

Map used by Prof. J. Ittoop’s 
students.

Circle Map used to define angles. 

Map used by Prof. E. Pena

Circle Map used  to define 
character 

education. 

Map used by Prof. K.  
Cepeda

Bubble  Map used to describe 
sea horses. Map 
used by Prof. S.  

Rodriguez
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WOW -World of 
Words Program at PS 
25- Professors 
Centeno, Matos, 
Ventura, Riley, 
Patterson, and F. 
Figueroa 

The World of Words (WOW) 
curriculum integrates multiple 
sources of information and 
technology to stimulate children’s 
literacy development in content 
areas aligned with state and 
national standards. In 
collaboration with the creators of 
Sesame Street®, WOW uses 
child-friendly media to support 
children’s learning as they 
encounter new words and 
concepts in science, 
mathematics, social studies, and 
health.

Throughout the WOW 
curriculum, teachers guide 
children through developmentally 
appropriate exercises to 
increase literacy skills while 
developing their knowledge and 
vocabulary in academic content 
areas. We are currently using the 
WOW curriculum across schools 
in District 7 of the Bronx and 
evaluating its impact. PS 25 
teachers, lead by Professor 
Centeno, have embarked on this 
educational experience.  
Furthermore, a few P.S. 25 
classes, including classes 1-207 
ICT and 2-212 B, were chosen to 
participate in a video recording 
of a WOW lesson. The video will 
be available on their website as 
a resource to support teachers in 
implementing WOW in their 
classrooms. 

Our fourth grade classes are 
working with the Benjamin Franklin 
House program in London. The 
organization links schools in 
London with their counterparts in 
the United States. This year we 
have the honor to link our fourth 
grade classes with the 
Westminster Cathedral Primary in 
London through the work of 
professor L. Camacho in our 
science lab. Requiring around six 
hours of class time over a period of 
six weeks, the program allows 
children to participate in a fun and 
collaborative curriculum based on 
the amazing life of Benjamin 
Franklin – particularly his years in 
London and his efforts to 
strengthen Anglo-American 
relations.  Themes include our 
shared heritage, citizenship, and 
science and innovation. To support 
Prof. Camacho’s work, the 
organization has a dedicated Sister 
Schools portal where articles, 
drawings, photographs, and videos 
produced by our partner school 
and the science lab are posted and 
shared.  You can visit the portal 
web page at:
www.benjaminfranklinhouse.org/

“Encouraging	Franklin's	
boundless	spirit	of	inquiry	through	

hands-on	experimenta<on	with	

scien<fic	discoveries.”		

Prof.	Lourdes	Camacho

Benjamin Franklin 
House Program 
London Connection 
and 4th Grade Classes -                         
Prof.  L. Camacho

3-K Program at PS 25                              
Prof. A. Figueroa and 
Para. Lyanne Cruz, and 
School Aide, Samantha 
Alvarado 

The 3-k pilot program at PS 25 has 
successfully supported scholars in 
developing a strong  foundation in 
learning how to socially interact with 
peers, critically think, and share their 
ideas when engaged in discussion. 
Scholars have learned routines, and 
consolidated their current knowledge 
by engaging with materials and 
concepts in learning centers such as 
blocks/construction, Science, Art, and 
dramatic play. We are thankful to 
have such a healthy collaborative and 
cooperative relationship with our 3-k 
families!

Thanks to the efforts and 
collaboration of Prof. Ashley Figueroa 
(Teacher), Samantha Alvarado 
(School Aide)  and Lyanne M. Cruz 
(Paraprofessional), our 3-K program 
has been named as one of the top 3-
K programs in the city of New York. 

INSIDE OUR CLASSROOMS
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